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A panorams

In chis great and dramatic moment in hisoory lob, Cheininindelor
Ladcd, 31, we are called o decide “Sorho we want oo be™ and whar
type of snciety we want to build. Marr Ann (Glendon does not hes-
itate oo compars this choioe we must make ooday to thar of the
children of Israzl at che momenc of entering the Promised Land:
“The Tard savs: Soe, T hawe st betore your this dap Tife and good,
death and ewil (Desy 3613 1, 5o it i Foe us we can conteibute w
Fanilding, the ciwlization of life and lowe or we can conscne o the
inggion ol the culture of death,,™,

Coalirming the dpfn chaiee, Iring Albertd pives examples Iroan o
recenl pasl inowlhich the peaption of God's presence i lile and 1he
destruction of dhe Church and the [amiy have resulsd in building
a vivilization within which hatred has calen che place of ey buc
in which the women have succeeded oot sllowing the foitd el
dios of peeple o be extnguished. Alberd saye:

“In the Sovier period, 2= regards the family, the woman docs
not manape to resisz, she has not the strength, she cannot oppose
an omnipotent Seaze. The seeds of harmred and destiecsion seastercd
hefare the Revolution grese and develop, beooming samething char
15 part of lite. The Seser perind in Russia i complerely scocped in
harred, and is therefore & peried of negation and  desoroction, A
newr ot A new poriod beging for the Ihe of women, The woman
docz nol manage m defend the Famile evaose she connet mesisl g
Aranc in which the tamily 35 considercd an obsoacle oo the newr
regiang, ta the new sociery that is o be buils, The otddicarian idec]
oy wants e child o be propeny of the valleaiviiy, sxdoding «
participation, an active ole of the family, aod wooch less of the
mother, (Leoking ot Bussin todny, Towould sy that, if the couttke
does nat succee] o relauilding the Tamily, it will pov succeed in re
boilding: seciety tor in reboilding its own hometive, o bodoanite
that bus been wounded, ourtaged, and in imaoy ceses, killed, annthi-
luotedd, Ar the swne tiwe, however, we oo an extraotdinuey phe
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pmnenon begarding the presence and pale aF wommen in the lile of
the people. T rofer o wrmen’s wsistenie (0 the atiack ageits ccli-
ajor. The woman has not mznngsd o save the famile, bu in many
cases, hay soanaged Lo save, w0 pICSCIVE SOTE SPROE of fuich and
some metnory of e o the Choek wuch has been said aboor the
Fussian ‘babuske’, the Bussian grandmothers, who were dile Lo pre-
wepve the Christan [sith 04 siivation: in which this faith wus oot
pnly prohibited, deridsd, Trmmilisted. Bz wus cwen considered o he
o rimingl werivity, Belioring was equivalent to e subwersive achion
agrajnst che State, againe, the regime, T can sav from personal expes

rience that oday i Kussia there are many people — milddle-aged,
bt also youmger  whe speak about whae the presenee of prarnd-

methers has means fur them, even of prandmethers whi sty
mentionzd the prssibiliy of helisving, and the fact that there s
Ciod, thieve is Jesus Chirist, and thers is the Bather of Gaod, greatly
veneraied, arealy loved; or wha, oo ether piengioms, told some st
i from the Guspel, or copicd by band whule passapges from the
Rible, 1o be leli for the children wr grandehildven. Lo mary cases,
when you meet people who have deeady come 1o the [aith ar are
seeling the failh, won discover, st o cermain mament. thar sotue
ahere i thair lifs, in their histery, dhere has been a teminine Hgnre
{grandimather, wother or auntl, & person from an carlier goncration,
wha ey noe bave handed oo mach at chealopical or sodesial Jev-
o — beomse she comld ol bu has cetipinly passed on the
need Bor God, the dese e find Guod, the it ion thut thers ix
Sameune: (he hope that there is Somevne: the uge = go i search
of this bope. In my opinien, this i g chapeer o the history af ho-
wanity that i3 perhaps nnigus gnd, o oy case, s gutromely impor-
Lt in Russia, hecausc, in many wavs, i i che foundation far whiat
could he Bussia's cebih.

Speaking of Rueds, T am speakiog al o simuation hat colcerns
us all. And in this sitoation, L fhink, 1 s even cromnuesd, fhat
women have a role o play that is of the Hrso ioporeance. I is
woman who is ahle w Ter love e born and Puil aoew. And, iI this
dues nar buppen, nothing will happen. They will o o toreves Lalk-
g of ewonomic Teforms, mackel coomowy, democratisation, thes
will speake a great many words — more o less fine, move or s

22

trus — thas will have no mesing, no rocts inowaliog,. There s o
vety Tong road (o go, and in Russia there are aiready women whi
ave: actively poing in this divecrion. The cebirh af crvil society In
Russia can enly ba based on solidarity and, in the Jong run, oo love
— that civilisation of love of which John Paol T s always speake
ing, Tlis are Leauriml words and, when chey arrme in Russia, (hey
hawe an enormaus Tesonance”, -

The damage done by denying che role of the family rsises the
quesiian of maimsining family waditions in cvilisalions where they
are arill strome, althaugh threatened. Tr i with great coaviction that
Eanhimn TTawa Hoombeap speals in detence ol the farnile

“|he rale of the woman in an African sodety which has a
aruiute of the extended family I very important., Aparc from pro
readon, she i 2 mothes, not only w her biological children, bt 1
all children fivimge in the extended family swstem. Tiois a family
wbose embers care for cach other. Moo matcer bow lags the ex-
tenided  Temily, chey protecr, cars, share whatever Oy have and
shers vongem tor the wellwe of all the soing, the aged and the
disabled. The African woman plavs her vole a2 & mother with joy
and digpity and she s prenfly dismessed i she is childless, The tu-
mre of i African woman who i areied is dnvomplete withous
children: woiberhood enbunces her pesitian 13 2 wife in the family
and @5 a complete wowen in the sociely.,

In Alrivan socictiss, childeen are a family's wealch; o wile and a
Furshand wichoul ehildrer, e matter theic muerial wealdh, we often
regarded as pacr people. The Birth of g chill ot a family calls kor
a preat celebraion. Afticsn colmre does not put a limit i the
mraber of children a family or 2 woman v have, wer she manages
o space her childien throupgh prolonged Breas feoding ancd abari-
rence from sexual inceTcurse

Chasdoy belore marciags Js highly prizsd. Girls are cooght oot
v mingle with bovs, they are wol encourgged 1o be by themselves
during courship, Thee are shways nnder the svier supenvision ot
their mothers, wha are often blamed i their daoghrers ace oo
fond as vindns ar mamiape. The practice of eady mardages is o
promere and safeguard the chasire of voung givs. Traditional
Afvican oalture condemns pre-marical sesr and encourages chastity
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beliave marriage. These nomns wncd waloes 1end o limt che namber
of prognancies oudde tparkiuge aond maloes abostion an abearriniug i,

Tr a world thas i incressiogly bocoming threasned  feonn ol
sides, wirh, imerahia, violencs, over-explairarian of our namral habi-
Lk, war and SUrETA ervirooeeial L]PE:TﬁL'].:hEII‘l: o, WUINEIL WS
curetpkers of hmmanity should vocalive more againse all rorms of vi-
olence, incnding violence apainst the unbam. Turcher, @ has been
abserved thar enviranmental nesds o Altica ave Tnked with poser-
. For cxample, people in che urel areas of Africa are suftering
from the polluted water cansed by Diowories domping cheir wasce
disposal, Condnms used by people i the harels are thrown ot in
neathy waste around accossible o childeen, who pick them up oo
wee w5 allonns, ..

The concept of ‘spiritzal mocherhuod’ sniends 1o the work of
women relidous, nurses, feachers, seclal wockers and consecrated
women, wha oty aa the otk of promoetine lite, nonnshing, en-
mhling and eoriching it o all its ramifications. A child borm inte
che warld is 1ot Tolly fremed’. & child is defenseless, helpless, igon-
rant and wwble 1w wke cuec of basc nuomitivnal and hygicnic
needs. He ar she is jgnorant in oultural and meligious materss. A
child deses not Lnow s identiy and needs o be puided in the im-
mediate envicottuent and in the wnid ingeneral. As mothers hegin
their role of cartyr and eaching, their eforts are olien aunple
mented by the woils af dese arher carers"™.

Tlanna Suchocka sppedls w he tamily, o husbands, L seciely
in gencral to find ways leading w u fewer halovre betceen work and
Jerimsly.

“O3F prear importance 35 how Gar the actwe role of woman i ac-
vesiex] by members of her own family, The role of the hushand is
crucial in chis mateer, It s vere dillicolr for women to play o dow-
ble tole, This could lead to tensions i e family, The main prob-
lem For the woman is how woavoid the collapse of the family be-
cuuse of her protessional or political activily.

ey ey connrrics one can observe ellorts leading to cnactment
of w special law an equality of rights between women and men,
From the point of vicss mentioned above, the special lawr is not the
best solution, Tr is onfy a wery bommel solution. Withour agresment
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inside the Lamily, legal prosisions can he cmpoy provisions. I am
rol reeedaoking che importance of soane comstioudonsd aond el
]:‘:lr'l':-l.-l‘-'ﬂi.‘.llﬂ concerning the pringple of pen-discrmination and equal-
my, bur the scope of special cights 5 vere dispotable, How Tar da
the ‘mimenis casns and special gquetas Tor somen belp thew w
participace in public [ife>

Being in favour of professional activity for wotnen, [ think 0 i
specially importans rask tor all of us o diminish the nepative conse-
quences of wamen’ s employment on family Life.

The steocnne of emplovment bas changed afcer che tall of com-
muttistn, Tu many couniries real apportanities have been creaced for
setiing up amd devcloping private enzerprises, opening 2 new chance
Lot woduers: [or active wamen, hemer edncared and whar is also
very inpartanl — far wamen awver 1, Younger women tind a job
mure sasily wnd doopor need e visk starring thoir o businesses.
B, <liler women have more protessionsl experience and greater fi-
narial assets. AL the saoe dime, their childeen are alder, goving the
wiltess luors Ume o Govais mo bisiness acmvcios.

The reseasch muds i Polund shows thae more than 30080 of
EITIET small-business ownere — watied w Jevelop their own
husiness, while only a very smull pencentuge ad considered giving
it up. We can therefore bope thal sl women’s enjerprises will
atart up moere and more ollen aod grow even mare denamically,
There 15 not enough recosnition of the benelits of this wpe of
women s work., This wetvity can nol cudy influence an accnomic
kaom, bt can also he a mood way of londcing oostuployvimesn™

The Romnd Takle continued with a peneral discossion, reflecing
the: concrete situations in which the women [oom the various coun
trics hawe o live and carmy ouc thelr mission. Ateendon was focused
an 4 numhber of guestons of Immediare mponames wodae, somong
b praserty, nnpaid wwork, quosas in officdal or peditival sructures,
the: vinlence that women sufter, bur also thar in which they wabe
part. Soime eerracts follome:

— O poerdy: VAfrican women are poor, they become promis-
cuous, they ger mare children, chey become poorer. They are facing
big problems Lecanse of lack of access to proper information, espe-
cially regnding their dignity and cheir qualioe. There seems e be o
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vanfugion... Paopla chinke chae oo hasse digaite von have ta be jhe
same 1= men inoall aspeos. B0, i1 vou beve feminine gquealices; wou
it seen 10 be pogressing ws afer women are®,

— [y gpedd woed: "How can wo raisc the value of anpaid
lahour done hr women, so thas in nadonal and intemmaional stavis-
des b by counted, even § 3 is ool paid™, The paeticipan fram Tan
mania eanrinaes: “Tacrsmne wants to ga o che office or to the
lahour market becamse to stay ar home 5 ot counted, @ s ol Te-
sprected and ool vdoed A woman Trome e TTnited Saates saps:
“TWhen T mect women whio bave chosen noo o work ontsde che
home, or to say at boeme for 5, 10 of 20 vears, 1 Ood thot the
wommen making that chaiee desperarely wane their socierr to rocog-
mize the valvakle contribudon ther are making™.

L the mecesires fo meaie @ choger A weoman [rom Arpentiog
snys “We need o ostress e question ol discanment. How are we
o discorn whether oo wocation i oo remain ac home, to work fall-
ome outside the bome, or te tey to find o balotce betwesin aer-
nul sell sacrilice and pullic sevice? How are we o discorn oo s
will tor nsd 1 think char these guestions should ke raised in catech-
eais, in che formadon gven in Gathelic schools and o other Church
Istiluions. I these contests, o what extent is any thought given
ra this anhject of the discorrment that women and men have to
make in se many cases? 1o would be very cselul w guber acd cein-
municnte e experiences of those gmong s who Taee sneeceded in
somie WAy in reconciling these mensions, i making this discernment™.

On groter “In India, we are disowesing cipht oo in Paclia-
metil the bl Tor o 33% quods of women, Meal women’s aroops de
mandad 11, ban there were othors wha said they did noc want qua-
cas. My quesdon @ “unlss there 35 0 guota, how can wommen enier
i pofitics and cven ask for cgual rights?™ Tnospine of women’s
coming inw politics, the men's partics are not piving them the right
wosland, aod when they are given i they wre simply puppels loe
their hmshands or parties”,

“T chink that che rights and dndes of women are something that
cammol be eluded, Coming w the subject of women’s presenve, of
quotas. Tn Tials, the gquata wes alalished becanse i was said o be
a lacle of respece for men. Wel in che last slections we had & col-
lupse ol women’s representation in Puaelidine ™,
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— O wdence: “In my own countty, Grewt Britaio, W deeso’l
dwras seem o be oroe thar when women are in leadership in poli-
lics, tlhere are sphotions that protect woler: smd lite, Thal oy v
be proved dilfetently, bor cortainly not for che decade of the 80
L am sirugeling o make sense of the other new phenomenan, of
wromen's imvolvernent in violence and in making it happen. It 15 a
great thing that we have begun o speak abour wonen as victims of
violsiew, but he parador of our relation o videnee 35 T (hink,
mich more complex, 1 owdsh ©ceuld Be sure that women's sobidons
wrovald whvens protsct lile, csperially when they have o wle o poe-
sithons of poswer or gosernance. [ owould be plad o hear from any
of the women here abews the kind of compromizes vou have to
make it the ted] world, anf the world where we can allicw our
principles wich clarity, bt the world where dillicul clwoices and de-
cisions bave to be made, I wke somec eemfarc trom a stacement
made in pusing in fhe Flelp Tather's wonderdul messsee Loz the
World Thay of Peace 19%0. He savs that the persan iz entmsted in
a special way o women. borosat svdliedesly That s an mmoortant
reminder. It omuse be in the rencwed reladonshin betaresn women
aid men that a4 new concern and 8 new patterts of responsibilice
far lite mwe be horn. Chherwise we st reassert inoa differenc
guige seme ol the prollems oF old™.

Mary Ann Glendan eloscs the debace: “There are maine connee
ligns areng, the guestdons. L would ke o make explicr what [
think was implicic in w vumber of them. These are gquestions sbou
puverty gl abwut gnozas the question of the represenialion af
women in public life, Mavbe we laven’t asked the queston perfect-
b wrell. Lew e try wo reformulane it We can saw o 0 sy
vountties ilhar for women without childeen che chances are exacrly
cgnal to those of man. The sdavies are oqual, the apportenite: are
pgual. We can say thar the women's beration movernenn Gnished
g work with wspeet o a cemain carsgony of women, T whar
happens in public and econonic We o men and women with chil-
dren? Men and wolsen whe have decided oo male substantial com
miterents o family lite who suboedinae advancerment o family e
i different ways and sl dilferent stages of lite. They are unde:
represented i policy and noeconamic Iire. This 35 noc just s ques
o ol justice for women or for mothers and Gabers; ic s che
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gharvest uestion for the whole sodety, I your policy mokers are in-
creasingly belonging tooswhal T call the “modernizing elives” Gmple:Te-
male, Hrsz world and third serfdy, then v are going 1o have sps
cemanc disadvanzaging of the people who are reproducing socicrs,
the men and women who are raising che furre ciozens. They are
already felling bekind ocher types of howseholds everyarhere. Onr
societies have Lo slarl recopnizing and rewarding in ngble ways
these men wial woetnen whe are doing an Dnportant seovice®.




