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Mon and woman, ocated and redeemed,
called to communion

Brossa COsTACTRETA ™

The myszery of the hwnen Lxing and of the teofold develugp-
mcet a5 man-woman s cenleal theme of biblical revelation, Eepe
cially in the orgin accouts of the fisr chapters of che ook of
Cenesis, is tovealed the profeund mewning of Tmman reality, God's
ariginal preject which constilues the person, man and woman, n
their troest dimension and in the follness of their identity.

The text of Gex 2 will dherefore be the focus of owr wtereen-
tiom, ax the obligyorn wference for every biblical pellection on hn-
manlingd .t

This iz an omgin accound which, az meh, is not intended a5 w
historical reconstruction of the remporal beginnings of the world
and of hnmanity bur rather as revealing tor the heliever the funda
mental strocmre of dhe hutan T=ing and its deepest simifizare,

The ext af raw 2 makes up, wldhough along different lines, the
theme af Gea 1, the first creation: acoount,” (o barh chapeers, God
is presenied as Croacor of all things, aod the buman Dwing iz seen
as surmunit of (he whole dmwine wore of coscdon, centre of the
wintld wned destined o omle over i

Let us lock. then, ar the most significane elenents in (his an
thropological vision ofered in the hiblical sexc.
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L. The human being and its mystery

A !T:at impanant fac emerging rom the Genesin accounr s he
myseeris and, i w way, paradesical natare of man! The text of
Cresr 2:7-8 sy, i Lucr: “Valweh Gond shaped nan from the sail il
the grovad, and Wew the brewth of life inm i oowteils, and man
became a liviog heing. Yalweh (God planeed 3 parden i Eden, il':
the east; and there be por the man he had tashioned™ and chen, is
verse 19 “Yuhweh Ged teok the man and seriled him il che :D.'_ﬂl'
den of Tden 1w culrivate and take care of i, )

The buman being is presented here ss Gad's first wads, for
which the garden i planted, fhe world with i warders, -:*.m:u_lbt.:c.:
th i, A garden: descrilbed 25 4 wondertul place, rich, writh Tuseuri-
ant ]lfn: 4 grear tumber of trees, pleasans s the sight und ano] for
bond; the bour rivers, guarantecing lectilioy and ahndance af i
the riches of the sod, with soled, fraprunt resin, onvy sone iof 1.--..-,
LA A peradisial ceality, of which man is lord, herause it is 4
world entrusted o Lis care, which ho st koo and enllivace, and
so make Fruiful, alive, prolooging within it Gods work of cr-:r.,riu-u

The sphere of man's dowinion scews toral: be can dispose ij
the parden wnd is lowd alse of che other heings inhabiting it, be
cause he pives u name o the animals Cad creates for Rim [L‘f_ e,
-2 It = well koo that, in the bilalical toMf, e @i o name
means Lo knew, to posses, to dominere. Tn che Seiuine wirld, in
taln:r: the name is oot mordy & comvention used 1o indicate 1 BT
lar vealicy: i encloses the inrh, e deep mesning of the realily in-
dicated. So, o0 irpuse 1 pame on something Tand o someoie)
HIHDS T possess ils seerer and assign it oa destine’ Finalle "lil.i‘]'.l.EI;I
met does i piving 4 name to the animals bas in i s:mmhl:;g-ﬂjl:ine.’

Man, theretore, is onquesdoned lard, miniser of Goud in he
watld, soverelm of cresgon, And vel, be also s a creanure, and 4
credture made of the earth, just like the animals over u.f];ir_'h.he
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fieles and oo which ke gives 2 name’ T be sl inore exacr, G 2
effirms cha he is shaped “from dhe soll of he ground™ v 700 5,
rsl only “made wih dus”, Tt aill more radicaly “made of
Juse™” identified with fLoable wo be redoced e b, dnow siluaiion
thas is radically creapureal and totalke condigent, Man, o marral and
ephemeral being. is dost of the earth, aod w dost rerares, bomamse
Tevan ozt T wras taben (e 3015 of, also Po 903 103:14; 1042,
LAae; fod 10:H-9.

This then is the sazsdoaical nesoere of which man s bearer
and by which he & coustioed: lord of the eantk, ke is eande”
rler of the word, he is scamered like dust; lord of the garden, be
is made like (he snimalz, Sur vivilied by the dwine hreach, be
breatbies with (he brecach of (zod.

The approach is the same i Cex 1 man is created in the i
ape and likeness of God amd nmat have dominion over the carth
arnd ower every living beings ot he is crested i the same day as
the beasts of the earth and shares wizh them food and part ot che
blessing Jef. we. 24 310, Tn chis way is slffioned man’s croan ralness,
and al (he same time, his excrsordingey, onrepeacable dignite

The synthesis of this ceoluld dimension of che homan ooseky
is pontaned, according e the sccoune 0 Cen 2, In che corsod
i Teccives from God e garden. The e i oas [ollows: Yoy
are tfree to ean of ol he rrees in the gurden, But of (ke tres ot the
knowledee of good and ol vou are nol W el far in the day vou
eat ol that, wou are doomed dig” (16-17]

This is a commandmen: which is, in realin 2 gife of truth
made o man, a reveladon of his identity, and an otfer ol commy-
miem wich God, The “krosladags of mood and evil™ boplies, in Fact,
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(ol aned totel possession of all reality in all de= dimeasiens* o chis
iz g divine prerogative, which wan cannor take for himecll thruugh
an sssimilition that = symbolically represented here by the s of
eating. Tu sue of thar troe would mean becoming the arigin of e
ervthing. of good and evil, of happiness and unhappiness, of life
and desch; wldmarey, 1 would mean being Crod. '

In this way, Godl's vommand, by confronting o wich bis lmi-
tatdon, enahles him o accepr fully bis reslicy g8 0 eresture and m
RC hicnmelt o (he j._’,ii-l' of otherness, Tr is |_‘\_I,'|J_l_.' ]_':-:.- sLcepting noc m
ke Gad thar i is possikle oo hecame ey human beings, 0 com
mucian with the divine. Unl in this way, in confommity wich one's
eon rrnth, s i passible to be happe and (o lve w the full.

As s omater of facr, the accoun: we are given spenks of oo
partivulir ees. Verse ¥ reads: “From the soil, Yaborch Gl caosed
to prowe every kind of (e, endeing o lonk ar and sood woest,
with che frze of e in the middle of the carclen, atil the free of #he
Imolealpe of good and s, The inspived text, herelore, in s final
version, the one that s pormative for us, presews the tree of lite
aangside the teee of knowledge, and o s ealy for the larer tha
the prohibidon is staiel "

Thw tee of lite Is, cherefare, gt man's dispreal man can huve
froe acecss W iy, provided theme is Ll seeeptance of man's owo
eidical dependence on G, Tu other words, man can e of 1he
tree ol life, provided he accepts the tradh abons himsell ss crearure
inel g doet not reach ont 1o gather the froi of the oee ol loowd-
wlre ol poud and ol

Ubedience to the divine command beeomes i this way che
pach of lite tor mun; iU belongs oo man o enly £ he does noe rake
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it for himse, Lot recsives it as a pil from che Cioe whe 15 its Leoe
andd onle oripie. In ceality — aod this 15 the wonderbul, patadomical
rpstery — man s uuly lord of creation only iF he acvepiz oot
bie its Locd and creatot,

2, Man and woman

The vomplex and wpsterivus human realitg ak .1.1-E1':|.“'i1 we bave
Toen speaking is reforred, inooue rext, to the term ':'.5:3;.7#-'.. This He
brewr word generally signifies homanity, the human cuce in-a calles-
e wepse, o the indiidual insorar as belonging 1w (he human e,
withoul gy specilic sewmal characterization.” Inoa e toxes il lis
nsedd also as @ proper name, o indicate Adam, the Firscoman in
tlais sense iz % used anly for the fivst me o G $23.°

So, i oo texs af Ges 20 de has ol o genetic sonse, u.w;] is
el L indicate the Tmman persen, not man as & muso e indivial-
ad 1 is the hutnsn beimgr who is ean] and loxd of che garden,
who pives & neene o the animals and who recsives TI.'.: n’_'L'-j_u'.":‘mrl-f‘l
cot  cat of the mee ol knowledes of good and evil. Aod s
dhout this ssill indilferentisted being thul God savs: “Te 15 not g
that he man shodld be auie™ et v LE) _

HTris now good”, i Hebrew &7 68, reminds the reader ol the
i gk pepeated su many dwes in Gew 1o sy 111<J. ﬂnﬂ s that
it wes good™ (ol Ges l:i_J{H2.13.2]..3!5.:5].'_. Creatinn s all goad,
Jl beanzifil, But this human being, spoken of @ Gein 2, hias ol ver
cume m completion, thers s still something lacking for -ht_w.vr?r'.-: to
be woly good and heamiful, There i nar et otherness within ln-
msnily; the interpersonsl rdlationship is lackingr, There must be an
et to the solivode.

And it is then that Guod eontinues with his worlk, brngiong i to
perlection, creating the gand, complens, definitive human eing:
i and woman, “Lhen, ¥aboeh Gad mads he man fall into 2
doon aleep. And while he was aslesp, he teol one of his ribs and
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closed the flesh up again firhwih Yaleoh God Fashioned the rikg
fie had ralken from the man into s womnasn, and breught her o the
mait. And the man the man suids "This one ay Lo s bune ol my
Lones and Qesh of mr flesh: she is 1o he culled wornan, Devanse
she was taken vue of man™ {v, 27.231
These verses are noc o much 3 sew sccouns of creation —

thut of che woman after thac of the 1man . but rather, the contin-
wuthon and (nal phuse of vue single purration, whic concens che
cheation of e hueun persan. The paradee sequence shonld ot
thevefure, be meerpreted as i firse there was the crenton of the
rade Being and ther, in g sevond phiase, thal of che female heing i
st rather be endersond ws one uoigue and grear creacive event,
the vrearior of the liyznan being, which develops with s full mean-
ing and cames to complerion ol when it i pevealed Az & differen-
tiated human being: mwan aned woman, ¥

I this sense, we could say that, in Cen 2. o Fave in marrulive
Forw whar s affirmed in 2 vanase, sl alvest proverbial forn, in
Come 1:27: "Gud erewted man in his gwn imuge. in the imape of
Cod he ercared A male and fomule he crenmed Menrd™ Lol ulso
L2 As we soo il is g matter, nel of Seo distoc] momenis of
creulivn, bl of che wlfitmaricn char this man coeated L Crod existy
a8 such only w the man-woman diffcrenee.

In G 2 the norpacion procesds in gecilic mades and using
calepories e savonr of muh and D are eertainly conditioned by
the titne anid by the soeial and alrg contingencies of the period
in which they have been weed bar the boportant thing is the mes-
sage that cmenmes. Tel us see it essenial clements,

Firse and loremest we must note the detail of che lust phaose of
the creatdve act in which, aceolding ro the narcative, God vaes (he
alveacly formed bady of che human being, of weldor This faet sipess-
es the equality berween the pw rosullitge heings, man wnd wamun,
and their irrepeacablr relarionshin. Tt i noc a wateer af 8 new g
of crealivn, and so of 4 pew beimg, made with other curth, az de-
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soribed, for example. with relemenes oo the animals, bt alweaws of
e biring wwhich noer hecomes two. o
‘The rdation between che man und the watit is l:mrn;l'n.wr-&: vedy
clese and indissaluble. Each is “side, Hank™ for the -rl-d'ln:r, and so,
mutually, a “vorrsspondent aid, adegquate, hnmul_u;;ul.:s- S oimoa rels-
ronship of aosolutely irreplaccable complemertasite. N
This coupls, created o chis way, must, hr_:'-.'ftﬂ.--:;. rECIRnie -;p:;
ancther, T oor narration, the wedoan i blﬂnﬂgnr T che mar, tt:. .
sl lilferent nover from belote, becavse differentianed, recognizing
Biresell e a man (malel when he recognizes the 'Z'lI'J':Itl'.H.E WUTIIL
The cmclamazion of v, 23 s signiticant: “And ‘@i sald: :ﬂ:-l:-'
ane ar last is bone of my bones and tlesh of my l-.lt':i]'.l:; 2 sl-.-@_}tu
e called worman U521, bocause she was taken our f“'fl man L™,
[le, @lams, con o detine himsslf us 3 becuuse he f.'.3.|5 the i:-tEil:l'
Wg 'he twa names, by dhelr sound, R[OS thc: rr:|ﬂ.'.'lt‘.-r'.: the Teser-
ence murnsly moone snocher, giving rhe opisode a panicular z:ig,l?lll
cance, The man, in fac, sives The name o che WLLLELL Lui it 3
rame thar comes Troan bis own, and even one whick iIILI_I'-'.-S him tn
promounce his own name. As distine: Irom the name given 1o the
antmals, this pew name makes Bt possible, i ACOCpEANCE ot tTue
othermsss, o tecognize the other o l'_'l.'|.L'I.:J" i '._'II‘.‘.':E-.'JJ.-. 5
Lee the exuliant o of recugmition, s 51:::31-:5 n:rwﬂ".t it Lu.m-
arad, i the differendation, bucomes defmioeehy & aud s rﬂ?]?:gm?':"g
and maming the oo, the wan disoovers and r':-:l'_";.lp_[u.;-.'.'-::z-' hiirize L ~
Tn this wray, the crestion of the |111m:i_n heinp .J."::EIL'].I.I:E -tl.‘llﬂp;t.':'rl-.;
and reseals its full meanivg: che man of Lo 2 Ix 9 Lu:!l‘-{f, '.’El'.-l-i'ﬁ.| :
detined by relativnship; in a perfectly finished B, T is :a|:=.n_111-
complete, it need af the ather, befng structually callad o commuan.
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3, Called to communion

The fnal addition, conchicdiog onr ouerative, femurng w the
earhier themes, opening up their [Wlflmen: s Bisrary, W, 21 reads:
“This is why 2 e U8 lewves his father and mather and hecomes
actached 1o his wile | £i83), and they bocnme one flesh™ The hu-
man being creaed by God is ealled to relitionship and constionsed
by . The man and the woman e destinedd o tind one another,
are calied woa truiful naion which expreses their reiprocal need
saud mrtoal selfgiviog. The two are clled o Lecome ohe again: (he
comimunien, i eguaiity. of the diverse becotes, in this way, 1he
new Hesb, in which they can eacl find and il thiemseves, each
losr in the ather in e uncanditioned woceptanoe, consimed S [i:
delity und dn o love without weserve,

The narrarive of Ges 2 s conduded in this way,' preseiiing for
us Gool’s plan of life for his erenture, T js. wre might say, (rod's
“dream™ for man, God's wtignal design, whick the hwman Ling 3=
called o [lfil in order mo peach 1he fullness of she truch ol being
ki

Bur the conerele reality of man in history. the man we dao by
eperience b different. God's plan in and for mady, has been
changed by sin, by un op=sing human project in which, inscead of
aceepeing the divine gife, twe hand is siretched sut to luke the [rof
which, in the dusory falschaod of lewpzation, sheald wmake nwn
caqual to Ghod, And sa beging o tragie: history o division, homici )
violeows, total fully (o, Gen 3 00 Conunanian SEEITS IO he at g
end, splic by oan appurench feeeparable Bresks lowe s praintully
weonnded by overpowering oppression: life hears raclically 1he mark
af dearhy

Andl vet, Gods plan gocs lorward, il has mol been defeared;
and man — incupable, weale, sinful - i Luleen up inmo a new, re-
demprive dimension of bumanity. As the Leteer 1o the Culaviass

¥ Wara- Z5 Mo, ot of then wars netbed, che oy il bl ber thes flt
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a4

tells we: “When che completivn of the time came, God sem lis
o, bnrn of a wormei, ot 3 sabioo of ch_:: Law, tl:f reesin Il'e:
ql'.l‘.li.EEt!-i of the Law, so that we conld recebve adoplion os sons
(Tl 40430, .
Lml:j -1.: Son ol God made man, Gud's {-:].I\:ﬂ"-‘-'.hﬁ'ﬁl'l'll'-"ﬁ reality.
I Jesus, the vew and definizive Adana, the Sin. 18 p‘-“'.l'r.nﬂcld, r%it
bigeik healed; dears s fimalle conguerad, Ao in 1lim and with
His, all Tirman beings can fiod again their CIWIRARE a8 coealires,
e af fhe earth but in God's imege; called, in radical obedishes,
ite and to communicd
N II.'I‘\F;'nj ﬁ::.-'J:r_'a'. this happens, the wearld h-:r.'m:m:ﬁ uirniin u _g.rll'i!wc:l'l-
Tike the garden of Eder, planted by (od. J_J_-'._l: that of the Tride-
groom and the beide in the Song of Sorgs Like the gerden .-'I.E:'LT
Crelpotha, where, in Front of che empty tomb, M 'I"='T<1gr|rl1nrlrif'.|:l:-
purmizes che Lord, the hridegroem, as he L'H.E]..‘:- h-f_;ll' Ty I.‘lﬂ!T!l.'!“ R
200, With the victary ower death, man receives :|':I:~'- ﬂ_:*:f'.mt_lw nume
acd s [inally wesrared oo bis troe dipoity iooa risen e ot comomu-
nici wnd ol peace.
ll_w#’i‘lulilshl's::.llrf’lm ‘dream of Gud’ that Jesus eomes to quJJ Lz f.l, fe-
deemed humaniy receives Qs definiriee aspect, wrhiile seEplitg ]z:
aitt which takes man bevond dearh, h::-:ausr: it msl..-:a it ¢a|}.1ai.!_tu
af leming, and se treoslorms death o a J.,Ii't L'-1f life. Hl:.'-L'ill._ISII-. _ |.:r-
ane can hawe preater Jove fhian 1o lay dowsn bis e Lor his fricinds

(e 13:137.



