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O the Feast of the Tmmacilate Conceprian in 1945, the Ta-
thers of the Seeond Vadean Council utzered  these propheric
words in (heir Closing Message: “The honr 15 coming, 0 face
buag come, when the wocation of wnmean i3 being a-:'u.‘nm.ﬂcd_gcd
i its [ulluess, (ke howr when women acquire in the warld an ia-
Ouenge, an ellec, and a power never hitheroe achiomed ™.

Thirtv-voe veats age, no ooe, oot even the Council Farhars,
could bave foreseen just how profeandly the lives of women
were sbout to change, The decades chal Tollowed Vatican T1
were 5o turhulens thar many of ue who lived threogh thae period
are srill toving to firure oot exactly whae happensd and what il
all meant! Todav, as we [ook around, we see that woinen “u the
davwn of the third millenninm™ enjoy far more opportutities than
their mnthers and grandmochers ever dreamed possible, Yoo they
also face & hewildering  srrav of difficulties, challenges, wnd
choices, some of them enorely unknown o previous generations.

Tt is casy to nnderscand why the ancient Chinese considered
it a curas foosay “hay vou live 0 inoeresting times”. Newserthe-
less, fow women today wenld want o change places with women
in the pase. These are times when more of us have more of 2
chance than ever before oo realize aur Ml potendal. They are
times when mare of s at last can have more of 2 say in the de-
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cisions thal sifect how we live, work, wod zaise our children.
The Coungil Tor the Lully was wise. (hereloce, to empheasize
‘chaice” tn the title ol this morning™s proprom, For whether 1he
Litmes are inlerestigr or oodinare, we Christisns cannel  remain
idle in the vineyard, We are colled w0 saneiily Uime,

The cheices we muke now. {or beteer or wonse, will belp to
shape the colture we leave to the next generation. In chis Te-
spect, we st the beginning of the new millenniom are like the
children of lsrael when chey were abowur to cross into the
promised [and.

The Lord {rod told them chat they conld chease “lite and
prosperity, Lotl death and disaseer’ (Dege 361300 And sa it s
tor us: wee can either conribuce to bailding ‘the ciwilizatian af
lite: and lenee”, or we can acopesce i the encroaching 'culivre ol
death'. Tlow fitting it 35, chen, thas this macting 5 being held in
the adecne scason, a time for aking siock, tepeniance, amd Do,

This mesting il 35 a sipn of hope, bringing topether su
rny warne’ fram all pans of the workd, T oam genelol, thougeh
davrtecd, v hwve been given the wsloopent o per the  ball
malling with o gpencral overview of vur currenl siluativn. Being s
veacher, Joye [k inpolse when faced with a difficode task 35 oo
imike an outling, 5o 1 have onreniced oy rematks this morning
utder [our headings: first, some of the aspecs of the currenc sic-
tatione of woren thae can fairy be collsd  unprecedenced. Sec-
vod, the pevel challenges presemzed by those new croumstances.
Third, & beiel evalostion of how orpenived  feminism  has e-
sponded o those challenges. And fourth, some wavs 0 which
Chtisan socin] tkeuehe may prove to be a ferdle source of ap-
proaches w promoting “the good of the world's women®.

Ton preliminary remarks ave in arder: my emphasis onorew
dilemmys is in no wey meant to shight che ongaing problems chas
wamen face, bur onlr m try oo make che best ose of che dme oar
cr disposal. 1 owonld alse ke o emphasize whas 35 prehalily
obwvous--that all the prablems T will be discossing are, inoan im
portan:  sense,  cperpvas prablems, oven themgh  they  atfoer
women in a specal war. T onow thien ma what iz historically neel
abour the stuation of women in the 1995
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1. Semcthing new wnder the sun

Factr generativn has o tendency 1o Delicee that its jem and sor-
rorss are unique. Lnow certain sonse, they are right to feel thar way,
for ux S0 Paul 1ol rhe Connchians, < This world a8 we koo 0 s
nassing wway” (7 Cor 7310 Dur own e, bowever, 18 sor apart by
the spesd and the depth of the sl chuanges of che pasc three
Jdecades. These vpheaveds have fhrst as dnoo ouly wmcherted et
tory a place from which familiar landmarks have disuppeared,
place where the wisdom of our torebears is of uncertain applica-
tion, w place Team which there 3 no wwming back,

I mwny cases, it is the rale of (he phenamenon, rather than
the phenomenon self, that i wholly new. Tn the atfluent soceties
of Tarope and Mocth America, women made soiking gaing in all
arcas of public life, fiot withent cortain costs. A the samc time,
longszanding patterns of private life were aliered beyond  reongri-
don. There oz s “seamal revoludon’ which entailed increasing sc-
ceplance of hehaviors previously considered immaral. The link be-
lwern sex and procreadon was disrupred by a variery of techaolog-
cal innovations, Murtiage rates Bl and divorce rutes doolled. Trch
rats dropped, while Lirths to an-marred women mose dramatically.
A record praportion of children now grow up withoue fathers, A
tecor] proportion of mothers o yeung <hildren are now empluved
auside the home. Abortion ool anly becarme legal, bur i some
places a constitulivial right,

Alhowgh soroe of these phenomena are mete advaneesd 0 the
Morch Addanlic ecunrrics, manstormative idess aboor marviage, the
Fatndly, wamen’s oles and mradidorsl moaliny bave penetrated every
part of the world. Moy [acors Tewe promoted their spread. For
pne thing, & momentous chunge is taking place in the develuping
world as these countties replicase the separation of home ged
Busitess that Legan in the Unied Staver and Furope a century ago
when e, in increasing numbers, bewan working For wages outside
the lome. Ta appreciace the significance of what is happening now,
consider that, from the Lesinning of human history, the veerehelm-
ing majorite of huwan beings kave lved in small Gamning or fishing
villwres, 1oiling for mbwistence i closely  interdependent  family
proups, Tn the present decads, for e Tiest time over, the wajorily
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af the eurth’s inhahitants will have exchunged chose ancens parers
for new waws of life* This is u histerie oonsidon. perha)s compa-
rable ooly w che displacement of hunter-gacherer by setcled pricul-
Lutal sociedics.

Moreover, unlile in Turope and Amcrica a cenoire g, the
transtoriaion of the developing world is being accelersted by ideqs
and images recedved thraugh radio, wlevision, and cnr-J_u]Jul:;:m
and by che oxamples of modernizing elices, These men and womnen,
who constituee a kdnd of “first world within the thisd world' 2re i
Muettial “agenrs of change', As Max Weber painted oz long apo,
“new lines of condun™ introdnced by such indiwiduds are ohen
even, more decisive than cconvmic forces in transforming Lraditional
aociel ey

OF all che ideas that are Heading inte cvery howsshold in every
worner of the eacth, nene are more powerful than those which
speak e what the Holy Father hus called “ihe universal hogsn
lunging for [teedom™.! Filty years apo, when the Churter of the
Uniiled Nations prodaimed that women and nen had cqual dignity
and rights, the suboedinadon of women wras seill instisutinnalived in
most of the world’s legal sysiews, meloding (he Unieed Siates and
many Futupean coniries. Bur o new spinc was in the alr s i
was conragious, By the eady 19905, nealy every conitky had a il
ol rights — mast of them for (he ficst time, and mose of themn ex-
pressly providing tor the squaliey of (he sexes.

That was an era when colontal empires were dissolving, and civ-
il rights mevements were gathering momentom, The freedom irenie
was o af the lamp. T was as chough o bell had g somendiere
end awakened dreams char bud been Hll::f:l':ling inn the hears of wom-
en am! juen in cvery comer of the eacth.

T cvobie this history for ton seosons. First, because it wenld be
a mistale to lot disenchantment with some of the fruits of che
womet's libetadon mevement sonr us on che loingings that gave rise
o it The secund resscn s w par respect too the [10-.1-& of the
imaginstion in hosn affairs,

TR LwemermELn, e Villagers (e Yark, Al 10 358
M Weern, O Do and Keveawsy i Soseen. M. Rlcinetcia sd, 1Tarcan] Univer
sity Prese, 14541, 6%
T Juun Pacn, T, dobeens deber Used’ S, Oxioier 5, 1599,

It iz doubthul char esrablished patrerns of hebaviar would huve
changred so drsstically I woinen sod men had not begin o dream
newr dresms, wotell oew storiss, and even oo swagise seafity diiTer-
enthy [rom chelr paremts wid prand parenes.

I sum, then, we are faced with a range of profonndly ambisy
ous phenomens. Many of the old aoitudes that have now passed
[rome e svene alleonred women’s freedem and dignioe, but others
beelped 1o pssure w degree of decency and responsibility in the rela-
tiote between the sexes. For many women, the recent changes
brought weloome oppomunities w realive their full range of calents.
Bt for many more, recem vears have seen the emenpence of new
[orme ol exploiiiion, and the spread of what & now called the
lemitisntion of povery.

And dhar brings me 1o the second part of chis calk the new
challenres which are w0 pemplexing — nor enly because they are
nesw, but because so muny of thetn are by-products of penuine ad-
vatices, of unforeseen side-elfects of freedoms thar modern men and
wonnedy righily price.

2. Five chullenpes

Kepping in mind tha we are just bepinping a discusdon — and
not with any thavght of being exboostive — leg e ovite vour at-
tentian 1o lve loosely vonbected challenygres that are daily becoming
more acute: a carelnking crisis, o wothethood crsis, a crisis in the
mediating souctuecs of civil society, o erisis In beliels, and the
meunting tengion Letween work wd Tundly,

L. i corvisfing crogy arisss from something thar did  sne
chunge while almest ewverpthing ese in seciety was in flor. The pro-
portion of the world’s populsdon needing care {young children, the
infitm, the fruil «lderly) is approximarely the same a5 © was a huon-
dred venrs apo, Yel with womety inceeasingly workine oumside the
byotne, the traditions] pocl of unpaid caresakers has shrunk drassdcal-
I, That presents every society with s serious challenpe o which
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e bas pel fouedd o sutisfactory responze. To put it ancother wray,
o gaciety bar foisd gn avleguoie swbutitele for e waledle revarce @
afiays ook o prated oo aeipatd Sitwe of waeen,

The cormpomicion af the dependent popualaion saries T play 10
place: m poor cotmnirics, there are mare childeen than dderbe i the
imin; while o wllipm courtries, the cpposize s geperally the case.
Thunks o melicn] advances, some coummis: have pever had sudh s
Large eldevly pogulition, The Gl degidiatinn of i Bulovical moelty are
faw Beghoung foocope Ao e oo alflluent vouwides with low birh
ates, the borden of supponing o Tuger group of deperdents s Tullinge
an the shoulders of a labar foree thar is growing prapostionaels gl
er. Regremably, thar may be part af whar 5 fucling the “assisicd sui
cde’ movement. When s consider thar the majority of cldeds per
song e wolnen — wid that women foon che gread majorioe of ponor,
eldedy porsons — vou o see that this nxveinent will et women
in a sporial way. A Tide nated, Lo ominous fact wbowe the carees of
America's infarmzs The, Fevokian (e Theathd s than vwo-hinds of
the people he has “hdped” w0 dic are women,

2, Closcly welates] o the elusier of issues 1 have grouped under
the idea ot & carcmaking crigis, is o new, risky siluation vonfrontiog
women whio bocome mothers, The sotherfnod coid arises Do the
increasing fragilior of couple eelarionships. The rise in diverce has
had w dispropurlivhate impact on mothers for reasons thar are well-
knowrn; most divoroes Imobee couples with miner children: arter di-
worns i 18 usually the mother whe eeinaing primacily responsible tor
the care ot the childen; aed in oos cases the standard of living in
that maternal honschold declines, When one adds 1o this pleture
the rise in births o wmared women, it is not surprising that oeatdy
thres-gquamers of the world’s poat are wamen and childeen,

Thus mothers at the dawn of the third millenninm are faced
with what | call the four desdhy D the risk of divores; distespect
tar unpaid work; disadvaniages in the workplace Tor atyone who
cakes dme o for family respansililivies; and the destivution tha af-
tlicts =0 mane female-headed tarmilics.

ln the past, and in some socictics today, the wider kinship
proufp has been available s a suppert neteork for family members
with voung children. Bur vet snother historicalle unprecedenmed as-
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peet of sur currene simacion i3 that hoch marviage aead kinship ey
hawe: bhooome atoenuated.” There hawe boon sncictics where kinship
bonds counted tor more than martal bonds, end others whees (he
carerae has been true. Bu o sisvdranenur sweabesing of ssgreiage amnd
Gvnebdty Sodr & swestbing sew. As one sociolegist has puat i, rel
rcs have heoome inercasinglr blee fricnds — e choose the ones
with wlwen we wish o associate.”

3, A il thal were ool edough cause [or coneern, the attay of
imstitutions that lunp served a: auxiliagies o the family — schools,
peighborboods, relipious groups, woluotaey asseclaions of all sore
— are themselves in distress, in part becavse cher wo depended on
the unpaid Jabor of wemnen.

This is whar 1 have referred to as the onflr & ofsd mociers. Tnst
when famibics meosd oomside |'|r.|p more than ower, the mediaring
structures thar families could once coune on are chemsckes in far
trom peale condition.® Tt s a sAciooe ciecle.

4, A mujor impedioent w o developing efective responses: to
these toubling problems 35 o loucth edsis, woerads of Sofih — the
livss of the widely shared undemstandings: that onee formed the basiz
of law wid merality, That subject s so wast chas [ can do no more
than sigmal &t here, and nore i connecion to che spread of “che
clitpare of secularism wnd  relativism®™ te which the 1loke Facher
refers in Tertin Milensn Adveniente In. 300,

3. Finally, there is the aord-fomdly difesrmg, One comsequence of
women's increased Gibar Foree participarion bas been w locus allen-
lion an the dillicull reulionship between Lamily Jie and the aocld
af wok, and the conteadictions Letween huwan valuse and the val-
ues ol the marker® These tensions have intensilied with che recent,
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magsive cnrry af mochers of young children e the dabor tovce,
And in many cases, the worl-famidy Jilemma does oot end when
the Tozl child leaves home, for the needs of aging parencs ofeen start
the process of mggling job and family responsibilities all over apain.

To some cxrent, chis simaton 35 an old story with a oewr toist
— an updated version of the perennial wgs al-war bergoen desire
and duly, the individual and che group, the yearning o “have it all
and the nesd 1o aceepr limiss. The modemn metuphor of "halancing’
work aud Family has not heen particulutly belplil, Far as many of
s have learned from cxporicnee, what i mvolved is not soommch
haluncing, ws choorss, T as che sconomic ciromaances of child-
rafsing famdlies worsen in relation o other opes of hovsehalds, the
chsices of mothers and tathers are harshly linited.

Ar this point, it shoold he noted that all the chullenges T have
boeen discussing iovelve [undamental chofoes — abowt whi kined of
people we want w be, and what kind of soceties we wish w0 bring
intn being. What kind of society noglects iy voungest, aldess, poor
et and mase vuloerble merbers? Whar kind of sociery (reats
macherhood as just snother life sivle choice deserving of oo pariicu
lar recognitivn or teward? What kind of socdety abandons the dis
Anctien hetocen dpht and wiong for fear of being ‘judmnental’ or
"intolerant'?

Yet it is far from deat how (he probabilities mighe be shilled
in a mare positve direction. How can respect for women's family
roles he harmonized with women's advancement in all areas of s
vinl, economic and polideal life? Huw, in a global ccononvy, can the
workplace be structured in a way that is e destrzetive e familie
afid] comnnices?

Haw can the notion of the commuen goed be retricred inoa pla-
ralistic socicogd

The idea iz someomes heard in cotservalive civcles char wae
shauld just go Lack 1o the way things were in some [ormes ‘golden
age’, Bur one thing Mrs. (ermrmade Monpells was right abont ac Bei-
iing ix that “there’s no going hack™. Those who would like women
to bear all of the visks and burdens of lamily colligarions wnchoot
help fran men and socicry are like the chicken in the siory af the
chicken and the pig whe wore movng to think what they conld gre

ia

te Farmer MacDonald [ 4 nice hirthday present. The chicken
saidd, “Twe pol o greac ides Let's make him a nive breaklase of
ham sl CRES. Your pive thie ham and 17 i the -.“%Eﬂ“. The pir,
[ar alnAous repsons, was not enchusissic abone thar division of labar.

Mo, there & no going back, and there are oo simple sahitions.
Faced with such chormy dilemmas, che groaning world surely needs
M the intelligenve, creativiny, and good will that it can muster! And
that observation brings me o oy thivd topic.

3, The response of “efficial feminism™

Let us FArse give czedil where credic 3 Jdue, The feminists of the
196008 and 1970s took fhe lead in caising the conscousiess of men
anel wamen alike concetning & wide raoge of injustices, not least of
which was the lack of respecr, teward and secuticy accorded
much of women's wacle, Orpanized tominism was also an impoman
though by na mesns the only, force In expanding women's educa-
fional and emplovment opportunilies,

Fut with tegard to the five challenges 1 have mentioned, ofticial
Femminist has not heen in the vanguard, and has often been pant of
the problem. The reason seems w be an idenlogical block. Onee
fermimist leaders docided to teenl mardage and matherhood as the
iy obstacles @ women’s advancemens, they fonnd it hard 1w sup
port women who had chosen to moke marriage and child-raising
conmral 1o their lres. There have always been women i teminist
virdles whe hold dilferent vicws, but their wices have never pre-
wailed. Thus, in the 1960 and 19705, teminists were in the fare-
fromt of the movement for unilateral no-dfault divorce. They were
chealcaders for the sexnal revolution and the ahortion cipghts move-
ment. And st lasz vear’s Beifing conference, the old warborses of
15970 Feminism were still at it — {ghling cvory positive relerence
to marrigre, motherhood, or the mily in the conference documenz.

At the dJdese of last year’s Beiling conference, the Holy See dele-
pation predicted that the hess pars of the Program of Acrion
weald languish [or wane of funding, while the wort pars would be
exploited by special interest groups whose wmaie concern is ol o
help women, but to pain legitimation for their ovn wetivides. Lo
fortunately, dime hes horne oot those predicdons all oo well
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1'.1-':"|:Ir|".l a }'tﬂ.l":ﬁf bindsighe, the Beijing conference was in some re-
spocts ke an offshare manulacturing siee whers spcial dnterests
sthuve o vorverl their agendss e so-colled "Inferationg] nmms.:
— far Irom public seruing and wichou| mpur (Fum the pm_;n.‘r wha
would be inost alfected, e

L weenld Like 1o take o momant w give von an example of b
the Tefiing Program of Acrion i F.'|1'|:"-td:;' l-.-c::'-ng wsend o comtbor lt::f__f_.i.‘t[-
lacy o the activitdes af the aboction mlustry. T Sepronber 19956
o mark the first annfeersany of e Begiing Confarence™, the 1rt.n.~|-,
natiansl Planned Parenthood Federaion in Toudon issu;r_’ a -;L;u.';.L-
mert it calls “a new Chaver on Sexual and Beproducdee Rights™
Urreeiling the charer, Planned Parenthood said it min p |r|'_‘-l;*rsq'_l‘
was to show dhe exent 1o which sea] und eprodnctive rights
hm:-c been revognized  wrthin. che miernarions] cormumiog, Y Flhey
claimed thar certain provisions of the Dedjing and Cairn -;II;:II'_I'III'I'II:'I::;I::.::I.
s “sddiional ghss thae [PPF belicves are implied Ty chem”
ha?w: “the :rm.‘.-l.'u] vn:ig,l.y. that revent TN conferences huve r:zrr[ﬁdj
with the addidonal weighy of having achieved inremstional consen.
s18 in relacion b TPPHS acrivides. TRIF' wicle, dhey -:_'melml::f_-l., 1'-'-
bused ot incernativnal documents that “Carmy sranus”. .
) Bore the language — ol weight’, ‘;nrc:.*nuli:m:a.‘ COLLECTIS s
T‘-r:-ln:-._mc:: how the ciphrs (hat potlution controllers did !1|_'-.l :n-:*.
ceed 0 planong in the Caira and Beijing documents ane nmlf. al-
leged o be: ‘imphicd” in fhose oexrs  Newer {nind that reservationg
by 43 countrics un the vers proinzs noguestion make i misloading
o speak ol moml weight ur consensis where renrodieive ;I'If,]':l.:i
are converned, Never mind char #he docment l'_'}-!]_'t-l"e:'.:.b..l',' reaffirms
thar abortion is pever 1o be prameoed as a meas of birth contrl
Popilaion coorollens, pharmacentical manufactarers, und alatrion
protieerss do o fike o have o rwoiy their actions with ther ver
sian of ﬂl_m selden rule " Welve pot the godl, we ke the mula"
Vhey prefer to swe “We hawe (he Rlessing of iiemariongd a*.a:m‘;mj.s:.'l

Meanwhilz, the parts of the Betjing Program thst do have |1-um]-
reigh aned that were tly suppotied by Cumsensys rr:mlii.u. p;.p-;—r
km";;:r-r;_;q-.lzlmt. Piamien 'awreraea PEDewavian, Cear Foe immasloier

|_'-'.l|.' el s N T r_lf r_".r; "i"'-Phh‘i |il:]|].|:i" A€ - F ' . .
4 reoIh seEm L GnpeMnnn, W ot
@ Exdinr Tk, Lhings, Tarnaary 146, i s, e
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promises. A vesr alver Beiling, onpanized feminism contimes te of-
fer tdenlagical stones for hread oo che women who wee oo in
noed of sftective Tepresentation.

Dme iy huve sxpected femindst erganizations ac lease o be in
the Forcheanr with segard 1o the work lumily dileinma, given the im-
pormance they attach o education amd crploement, Bot here, again,
they have been handicapped by ideology. Their cheet farmarla for
women's advancement was modelled on 2 male pamern char takes
suchy i 1ol oo Gundly lile that wen theanselees huve begun w o search
[ aonnedhing baefrer.”

Tn aum, teminisr Teaders bave concentraied  on what  they
though: women oughe to want instead of lscening to women's awm
testimmeny concerning their actoal needs and  concerns. Tronicalby,
they bebaéd ek ke the socalled “pairiatchy’ sewite: which they
s0 Ditredy railed,

Mo wander that the handwriring is an the wall Tor (he pecaline
torm of feminism that had i hevday in che 19705, And the mes-
sagee on the wall 35 the same as that in the Boole of Dandel: “You
Lave Leen weighed in the balance aod Tound wantiog”™ (s 5271
Recent salls in the Uniled States are revealing: two-thivds ol Aot
can women answer “MNa™ o the guestion “Ta vou cansider ponmselt
a feminiscd™ Among voung college women, the rojection = oven
mory sirikiee: fewst than ohe i [ve says she considens hecself a
lernisgist, The teasois wre stwple, They see pue ofl by old-sode fom-
inigm s negatren artitede tesward marmage and mothorhand, s an
tagnniarc artitiede ooweard men, and abows all by its relacive indithee-
ence o children,

The faifure of orpanized feminism to win the minds and hearts
al meel women in the vere counry that sinbraced it se fully in che
1597 remiilics o an encoumging Fact abaur our cureenl siluation:
wr hawn oot reachicd the point where oo one oo sackory wesr
w perform carecaking, nuroring, and child-reising roles. For what-

* Hamee feminise hive lesun inoconcede thar ic wes o miismake worefise woga o b
fur their sisbers whi snmt o gve priocsy o famibe B Bt o ey beyin, belaodbe o
H;_.ujl;_'.g:;: _I'.Jl |||_-_|'|_'\l,|_'|||~ |_'\IT_'.._|H- -I_'_IIII:Iijlll [ Fuiriel :-'l||._1] .l _-'|-_||"|.;- |.].\,1_|'|_|HI. :1' Tac bl 4
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ever reason, mest tamily mwembers, amd espedalle machers. are af
ready shonwing their willingniess, often at considerable personal sacri-
five. With the repudistion of the old, angry Temindsm, it is noc fan-
ciful to imagine chat 2 new way of thinking sbour women's snes is
alteady cmenrimy — a feinism thar rrests imen and wowen as
partners, hol antaganists: a feminism grouoded inoan adequate nn-
derstanding of che social dimensions of hosm persanbioad; o femi-
nism thal pethaps will not be called fermitizm.

A mwjor conribinor wothar new way of thinking has heen the
Carhaolic Church in ihe time of Tabn Teul 10 o which [ now airn,

4, A hidden trepsupe

Tn Teri Millewsiv Advesioz, Tope John Paul I poses this
thetericsl question: “It must he wsked how many Chrisdans reall
leneng; u_ull.pl_n: inta practice the principles of the Chuarch’s sagia)
ddovteine” n. 361, Ty thar question we might well append another:
Hirw tany Cacholic women are aware of their Churek’s SCrgeme
us one of the most influencial and enerpetic chuwnpions of the free-
dom wnd digniy of women in the world todays

I suspect the woswer i3 “wow lea”, for in recent months, 1 heave
Irequendly been usked: Why has the Chunch only addressed wom-
e tsucs in connection with the Befjing conference, bl not be-
tore or after? To show how fur that question s from (he mark, T
hurce drawen up  lise which shows thar a major theme of (his papa-
v from @ts very beginning hus been the advancement of wormen.

Trem 1. It has been in chis period that the Church has became
a leading acdvocate in inlernatonal setiings of social and econamic
ustice for women, especially the mast disudvantaged women. Tt was
the Taly See that fiver ininsduced the subject of women’s education
at a Towst Developed Wativns conference in 1971, and the [Taly See
was the i LN, Member o respond 1o the Beijing conference’s
call for concrese comunitments, pledging the Chuk’s educationsd
and health weencies 1o wlope 2 priovity stategy tor gids and wning
women,

Teem 2. In Tawedlions Comontip in che carly 19805, the Pope was
already insisting that the equal dighite of women lully justifics (heis
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aoceas to public functions and that family mles and public mles
mmst e “harmomoushr combined 1w wizh the ovalurian o soci-
ety to be fully humar™ (oo 230 CThose same chemes reonr in sever
al other writngs on all serss of topics the lamw, human work,
social concern. the family, and =0 onl.

Item 3. Im 1988, the Pope set forth the cheological Fonduden
far the parcnership of women and men in the mysters of edemp-
don in Mudersr Degribatess. This i3 the text where he medilutes
deeply on che freedom and dipnity of women in the light of Scrip-
mre and the authoricative ceachings of the Cluoch. Tis tone is md-
esl and rencacive, inviring woemen o help the Choseh think about
the. applicarion of cresmal principles @0 che dileromas of our time, It
slands open o improved knowledge, o dislogue, aod 10 (he Holy
B,

Ttem 4, L 1995, two wspecs ol the decumens fssued in con-
necdon with the Beijing confervre were striking: the Pope’s adop-
toi of feminist lagowes s surprisity oo many!; ahd his reflec-
tions om the status of women within the Church frself.

Item 5. Within his own sphere, the Pope has sec an exampls by
making an unprecedenred number of appointmenes of lar and reli-
gionis women o various church bodies, and exhorting his brather
pricsts in ever stonger langmage to weloome the coneribotions of
wamen at all lesecls,

Tiem & Far tram deopping these subjocts alver the Teijing con-
berenee, fhe Hiolr Tarher recently wrote oith referenos m oninsacrl
e womens VT i therelore orgently recessary [Tor the instiiutions
of the Chueeh] 1o take concrete steps, beginning by providing room
for worpen (o patticdpote e all levels, incloding decisiot-inaliig
processes, phove all in maners which concern women (hemselves™

Meedlets 1w sav. these elfors oo behall of women ace slmost
never mentivoed when the press berates the Church for s stance
e worreety's ordinution

We often hear that the Chuarch bas oot done enough o advance
the good of the world's women. Mo doubt, che ITaly Facher himselt
would be che first to apree. Bur it bey done enough to show dhae
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his 45 & time of memendous vivlite tor women i the lite of the
Chusrch — and 10 Inspire wowen who love the Chacch oo help it
Jo more. Calhalic women whe are disnidied with che pace of
change should consider asking themsehees: Where in contempocary
sociey do [ Tes] mest zespevisd 05 8 woman, whatever my chosen
parh in fife? What bedy of thuupht 1akes most secivusty my devpest
enncerns? What orpanizaton specks most cleady on hehalf of all
women, inchuding those in poverty? Cotholic mothers might consid-
et asking as well: Where do L fed] mose supported ard crconiragne]
i he ditficult sk of raising children onder coday’s condinons?
Far my own part, 1 cannot think of any insttution dhat antpasses
the Cathalic Church i these respects.

Mor can T think of any mare fruidil principles @ guids and
promuie larther progress Tor women than thess comtained in Serip-
ture and the Church’s socisl reachings. The bearing of Catholic so-
cal thouaht an the challenges ficing women Das ver w be [ully ex-
plared. 1t is, one might sav, g hidden tressure wairing o be discoy
ered and gur to nse. Wha is hidden are he consection thal Lisec]
i he made berreon the meeenl writings onowonch on the ong
hand, and relarcd wridmm oo (he laiy, the Gy, social justice,
and humean work on the oches hand. The implicaions ot these
grmat writityrs, felen fogether, are Lly rovmlutionaly,

As remedies Tor (he fonr deadly Ths, Carholic sovia® thought pro-
poges the four prewt Ss snbjecdvity, solidarcy, subeicdiaei, and
snirimality.

Tust imagine, for eaample, what Juhn Panl 'z radicy] call tor a
new “culmre of wode” could mean for the work-tamily dilemia, As
puilined 0 Laferom Eoorens and Cowiomne Anwsy char would be a
clture the world kas not yet seen — where human valoes ame pro-
tected along with the values of etfidency and productivity, where
the dignily of all legitimule wpes of wors @ respecned, and whee
the workplace and the poliny are smuctused inomeh o way that
wormenn and men do not have fo pap for security and advancenmen)
at the expense of their Lamilies.

Mow ir 8 time to beine w oo conchision these romarks which we
meany Lo sere a5 a beginning o our discassions, The task ahead of
s i cruly damnsing, 3 it not? Pefaps never sinee the dawn ol the

4.2

Christian era, Tawe women and laepersons been callad o such awne
same responaibilities as i Uhis “new Advent” time Mewer have
womet been faced with more complivied problems. To el sel
the maod for what lies whead, T would Hke to cose with 2 thoeughe
of the Tesuir philesopher Tiernard Lonergan which bhas meant so
el to me that T have raken the Therty of embreidering i a bit
pwet Hh vears,

Ti cimes of caltura] nphesvul, aceording 1o Tenergan, "thore s
bennd o be formed o salid fight thar i derermined o e noa
wiorld thal o longer cdsts, Thera B bound fo be [vrmed a sl
leved lel, captivated by nuw his, now (har new desrclopmetl. ..
Tt what wil count s a perhwps not numeraus ventey, [sulliciens
nambets of men and women who are koowledgeable enouaph o el
2t home in the old gz well ws the new, Dmaginative enough Lo e
oanire the possililitics i the curren gitzativa, and] painstaking
envugh to woetk ot the ansidons o be made .. ¢

As you cann profably puess, what T added 1o T.onergan’s nassage
ape women wi imagination. And (hat, T hope, is arhar his confer-
enee il cotrinume tw he Pontifeal Connwdl [or the Laity's deliber-
ations concetning “u rencwed commizment of all fur e e
the: wrorld's woamen!™

B, Lesmwsay, Cimeesss of Megmmg 2 "Cellaioe Papen by Tizmard Levas-
gar”, 2 F. Uiee i (Toneon acd N Yark: Herder & Tlencdur, 18622 252, 2587
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