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Will the X% cetnwy be feminine? As we approach the year
2000 there are some who are asking chis. The radical changes i
the lmres of women sl in manwoman relations ever the last thins
vears pive grounds for a stock wking and @ glance at the future,

The years of Jobn Paul s Pewilicaie have scon 3 succession
ol reminders of the comsideration due 1o women and of che need
for adeguase smdy of their mission in o pliraliste world which
hinks that it 35 marked by equadity, The Pope is aware of the
sttty lensions o which women are exposed and the little store
that 3% set by Temininicy in our day. His constanl exhortation s to
pive liviog space to “woman’s genius™. His thinking in this regard
iz wondedully spel ont in the Lefer o Womssr, duled 29 Tone
19935, vewr af the TV World Conference vn Women arganized by
the Uniced Mutions

The Mesting sponsored by the Pontifical Couwncdl [er ibe Tails
was atendded by 120 parficipants, in majority woinen, bup nos ex-
clading a goud tepresentution of men. There were meubers of ec
clesial associations aixd movements, delegates of the Conlerenos of
Catholic International Orpanizatians, universioy professors, reoresen
watives of pastoral councils, women religionis, There were also wom-
en actve 0 polides, demopraphers, lawrors, business wuoinen, wiil
ers, jonrnalisss, women worig in e various dicasteries of the Ho-
man Ctria; many wers mwethers ol families, boc others single,

Follawing the method e, fudes, e, the Mecting procesdsd in
three stages. Ohn the fmc day current reality was ilnsmated Inoa
rounnd-table discussion berween — among ofhers the Americars,
Mury Ann Glendan, professor of Luw a1 Hurvard University, the
Migerian Fathren Ilawa Hovinkewap, Txoctor in Pobhitical Scence,
the Dulish Hanna Snchoclkea, lawyer and [ormer Prime Mindster, wd
Iring Towniske Alherd, editor of the review, *Christian Ruossia’. Four
women who have an overall vision of wuinen’ siteation today, and
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who, une aier the acher, pressneed s maimn feamres. Wiodoen
Faced with Turadamenral choices: difficoliies, challenges, oospecs in
comtermpotay culture”, 2 talk which pave rise to a stimulating de
e, dealing sl with the question of “Fomen procecting life wid
caring for hurmanig’™; “The paricipativn of women in various [orms
of social comminent™; “Feminine genius in the eitoral and celi-
gions traditiva of peoples™.

O the sseond day, Sjodging meant seeking w0 understand, in
the light of the Bible und Jdie Magisterinm, the relity of the gife
represented by che creation of the human being in ‘the oniry of the
two'. @ refloction that can be seen gs more and more oecessay 0
cur day, The Church can, iu fact, make an anchropological and the-
elogical contribucion tha: i ireplaceable and in 4 sense, valid
fur the whale of humankind — lor the building o a sociery in
which men and women will be uble (o e, eonsdously and o e
full, idensiry, differcnce, equality, complementarity, reciprovity,

1he lements tor this reflection wers given i mascetly Tashion
b Brung Costacurta, lecturer on the O1d Testament in the Porifi-
cal Greporian TThiversicy, and by Monsignor Angelo Scola, Fmeritus
Fisliop of Grossera and Tector of the Poiilical Tarcran University.

The two lectures cented an the person, created in the image of
(iod. Brups Costgcuna gave an overall explanuion of the biblical
story, stressing that i s ool o be irterpreted “as though there weas
in che firse place the creation of the male beitg and then, seoondly,
that of the female, bui raoher a8 ane great creative event, that af
the human belng In the Tl sense, coming to vompletion snly wich
the differendarsd human being: man and woman”. Bishop Anaclo
Scola, stardng [ren this antbrapological statermnetu of the dual anity
and s theological (Christelogical and Trinitarian! rows, oflered an
vnderstanding of 3 loudivy, with reference to the Chuch, Spouse
o Chrisc.

Cin the chird day, the working groups oompared studies wned ex
pericnces relared o the thewes ynder discussion, and that can be
swen a5 offering a respomse {own the Chorch o the exhortaon of
Tohn Paul 11 w0 seek “a renewed commicment of all for the good of
the word's women”. Scholers and reprosentarives of che “prassroots’,
warking wich and for women i varions assodadons, peflected 1o
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gother oo questions ranging fram “Varions aspects of feminine
poverly; women protagomists of theit ewo development, @ *Men
and women building the Tuiure sagether in reciprocal complemen-
o’ “Wowen, ‘allics of God in building the cieilizaion of loee™;
SCommonicating wamen: Imgre of woman, rele of the mass me-
dia™ “Women and the care for lnmanioe™.

O chis Jast subiscr one of the groups wroes: “Lhe tines of cnr
ing are dilfetent in women's Jees, they soceeed one another in dif-
[erens wups, but they all cowe o have one same mesoing, The
times of cacing aze cure for small children, accowpanying them in
their promch, in their education; there are the specinl fmes of ac
cotmpanying onr children or youty people cormsted to us o plan-
ning for their future. The time of carng @5 core ot dalogue,
care far the otherness developing all dhrough meericd life, maintain-
it atlerness and seeldng unity. 5o i i3 care tor dialogue in diller-
ence. Throupgh the moher reacking the father. The Haly Farher
spele this ou when he said in his grecing w ns: “Tn its personal
wind cthical sense, this motherhood shows a creativioy oo which (he
lumanicy of each buman being largely depends; i also inviees che
man to learn and cxpress his own Laherbood™. S, caring in dis-
loame and carfng & gratiads; lowards our parents, since cacity con
tnues o tines he vime that, chrough motheshead. passes trom one
seerstion ta anocher. But the wverall dimension of caring, embrac-
ing all dimensions of life. cvory moment of woman's Jile, means
care Tor bady and spivit, that is, care [or desiing, care for the mys-
lery thar is in humanity.

What are cthe places [or carings Wherever wumen are living
they should creare places for caring and msiotain them e time.
Pt the privileged place for caring is (he Lamily, deree and extra
— a5 many have stressed —. the Family as secial and ecelesil
valze, The Lamily in which the woman experiences this care far
whiat is humam nat @ private value, bul g care that is social, be-
cause, at once, a rtelaionship iz cstablished, passing Twam the
muother o her children, and 2 conjupal relationship, throngh -
ely mament of history, Every matherhood has this geneculive
and spiritual diwension, which 5 at cnce social.

Beciprovity in the Family hecomes, should become, a social
nar; spmbelically it represemcs o form ab salidarity chat our so
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ciery by Toac and dhut many sociedes have nol yer reached, Eimn-
Wematically the ‘heme’ — & term repeated in apany ntervenlions
— iz Lhe-plm:l: where one is weleomed, ws expression ol this
Farm of curing”.

Thscussing the various wsports of fomse oo, another group
aipesaed women's capaciyy for responding to the chullenges of pover-
1y, for dealing with it en their awn, “Women are afien I'I'I.'ill.:i.".'EI,'.'E.EJ
by their will 1o giee their children a berfer furure. The: “tomting” i
Alrica, the peactice of ‘mutigic’ in Bral, the erganization of coop
erplives — examples, ametg others, of many projects hased on soll
dagiry amonp women, on sl help, on the applicalion of r_]:u:
prjnr-:il':n]u of subsidiaricy, We might speak of a new 1lf't'|:agn|z_:_-.'.ul
help, not anly piving hope o emerging from pewveny, Lur roveing
the serse of persanal dignity, The grestest posversy i3 being unable
o help anyons™, ] -

Women's purticiparion in Suilding @ cilization of foee musc be
hased an a spiritualiny of communien. This was atfirmed by another
group, Tr pointed our thar “throughons history, we can Lol 'r_h:
action of the Spisii theongh the women who have concribued, with
cheir own insighes sod Tosources, Lo creating o world thal is mare
husan, it hamaety with God's plan. Today, thronagh o new aware-
ness, enlightened by the Magisterium of John Tl 10 the Spirc |:-1
throwing light upon wrman's special diguity and vecation, This
spirituplicy. of communion 35 given rhrongh  the Spirc -:.r; TI':IJEh,
hringing abour cotwersian, the poritication of mittual rdauu:'_uw]ﬂp.:e.,
recomeiliation within (he human family; chrough the Spicie of Tife,
nsimg the hody, Intelligenee and heart of sach one o genetile hn-
man beings phwically snd spiritually, and o overcome che cultuve
of vilenoe and desth thar thressens bumankind oday; through the
Spirit of Communivn, engbling men and women (o live recipracal
givitr and solidarity within the funily and in every human comma-
nity”.

To strengthen this worvicrion that there has 1o be 2 constant
cransition feom a mentalicy of power 0 a mentality of service, (hose
inking parl in the Meetdng bad guidance from imense limrgies: Fu
charistic celehrations and the praver of the Hous, in the biewulifl
chapel of the Nazareth Cenire,

i

Oy the evening of Thecomber B, as they prepared o leave for
their respocdve councries, they ok wich chem in their hearts the
words spoken on the previowns day by Jobo Paol 1 “The Chuzch s
our mucher, We are her childeen snd are called 10 shape i giving
birh o a new people for Godl We lewn iz motherhood Troam
Mare, ‘ﬂl::':]]p]glr Lok of vitgin ane] mnlben® (T ammeeny Oeadfas, G307



